
SAGE Writing Samples:
Implications for Instruction



Elementary Rangefinding

• K-6th grade writing prompts and writing samples

• Informative and Opinion writing prompts with stimulus materials

• K-2 Handwritten samples

• K-2 Rubrics to match standards

• 3rd-6th Half handwritten samples, half typed samples

• SAGE Writing Rubrics



Writing Collection Project

• All prompts, rubrics, and annotated 
samples can be found on UEN

http://www.uen.org/core/languagearts/writing-collection/

http://www.uen.org/core/languagearts/writing-collection/
http://www.uen.org/core/languagearts/writing-collection/


1st Grade Opinion Writing



6th Grade Informative Writing



Secondary Rangefinding

Argument – 2016

Informative/Explanatory – 2017 

Large district in northern Utah

• 8 High Schools

• 16 Junior Highs

Essay Administration

• SAGE Guidelines

Rangefinding

• Teacher Committees

• Facilitated by SAGE Rangefinding Participants



SAGE Sample Essays

1. http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/SAGE/ELA/Essay-Samples.aspx

2. USBE – Departments – Assessment and Accountability – SAGE – ELA – Sample Essays

http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/SAGE/ELA/Essay-Samples.aspx


Indications and Contraindications



Recommendations for using 
SAGE Writing Samples
• SAGE Writing Samples are not exemplars



Recommendations for using 
SAGE Writing Samples
• These are not an endorsement of any particular approach to argument or essay 

organization.



Recommendations for using 
SAGE Writing Samples
• Use the writing prompts and passage sets for student compositions.



Recommendations for using 
SAGE Writing Samples
• Have students revise and improve the sample essays.

• Scaffolding is key: 

• Modeling

• Groups

• Domains

• Sections



Recommendations for using 
SAGE Writing Samples
• Hold a rangefinding workshop with teachers from your team/school/district.



Rangefinding Results:
Success and Struggle –K-12
• Students understand they need to use textual evidence; however, they struggle with 

integrating the evidence in a fluid manner (i.e., lack of elaboration).

• Students are incorporating textual evidence but rely on one source instead of using 
multiple sources.

• Organization is improving; however, there is still too much reliance on 5-paragraph 
essay format.

• Students attempt to address the entire prompt but struggle to stay on topic.

• Academic and domain-specific vocabulary is lacking. 



Rangefinding Results:
Success and Struggle - Elementary

• Third grade: All students completed writing by 70 minutes. Writers using 
technology (iPads or laptops) wrote more and finished earlier than 
students writing essays by hand

• Students consistently wrote more when typing essays, especially at grades 
5-6

• There was little to no evidence that typing speed affected writing ability

• Lots of highlighting of stimulus materials but no evidence of annotation

• Graphic organizers were used in classrooms where they were part of 
instructional process



Rangefinding Results:
Success and Struggle – Secondary
• Students cite sources but do so unevenly (beginning in 7th grade).

• Students are incorporating textual evidence but rely on one source instead of using 
multiple sources, particularly if source material is a graph, chart, or image.

• Transitions are evident but too much reliance on simplistic forms (first, second, third, 
in conclusion).

• Students often do not achieve the appropriate tone for audience.


